
I would like to welcome everyone back for another year at USD 108 Washington County Schools.  This 

summer has been very unique since it started off very cool and wet and turned very hot and dry toward 

the end.  With this hot and dry weather it signifies the end of the summer period and we get a renewed 

sense of the beginning of a new school year just around the corner.  A year ago at this time I visited with 

you about our school finances and how they were going to change dramatically for our district; which 

they did once we lost some consolidation incentives that we had been accustomed too.  Also throughout 

the last year we sustained additional cuts as our state revenues seem to be short due to the ongoing down-

turn in our nationôs economy.  As we start off the next school year the budget we are working on is the 

smallest budget we have had in some time. Due to the increased sales tax, which we hope generates 

enough state revenues to maintain our current funding, we are praying that we do not, once again, have to 

face cuts in mid-year which are and will become more and more difficult.  Being able to maintain all of 

the staff that we currently have, this in turn allows us to provide all of the programs and activities that we 

do and will continue to be the top priority for our school.  We are very blessed to have a board of educa-

tion that is very committed to continuing with the quality education that we have become accustomed to 

in Washington County.  Staffing for this upcoming year has very little changes and no additional staff to 

report to you at this time. 

 

We had two retirements this past year which I would like to publically acknowledge.  Lynda Anderson 

had taught physical education for us and drove a school bus and Verlene Stigge who worked in our cafe-

teria and also drive a school bus.  Both of our retirees have provided many years of service to the school 

district.  If you happen to see any of these individuals please thank them once again for all they have done 

and the services that they have provided for the public school children in Washington County.  They will 

be missed but certainly not forgotten.  As this letter is written our intention is to absorb these positions as 

we work harder and harder to become more efficient utilizing the staff that we have. 

 

We have had some summer projects that I would like to cover with you.  First, we have installed interac-

tive whiteboards in almost every classroom.  This will be a very exciting item for the students and staff as 

they work to enhance their learning style and work towards a more interactive learning program for all 

students.  Next I would like to point out a project that will most likely go unseen and maybe never no-

ticed.  We are in the process of replacing a heating unit in our high school.  The heating system being 

installed is more modern and more efficient which should make our students more comfortable as we are 

better able to control the heat during the winter time.  The system being replaced operates the south-east 

portion of our current high school building.  One more project which I am sure many of you have seen in 

progress is the shops, classroom and fitness project.  The shop building is underway and should be com-

pleted during this upcoming school year.  This will be very exciting for our staff and students as we watch 

the building take shape.  Target completion date is during the second semester of this current school year.  

Also to take place once the shop building is complete and classrooms are shifted will be a fitness room 

renovation which will occupy the space that is now the art room and weight room will be reconfigured 

into a fitness center adding much needed space for the fitness program.  Along with all of these projects 

the custodial staff has once again done a tremendous job deep cleaning all of the classrooms, hallways, 

and locker rooms and refinishing the gym floors.  We are truly blessed with an exceptional custodial and 

maintenance staff that continues to take care of our school facilities. 

 

In closing I would like to say that I am looking forward to another school year and I am excited about the 

beginning of this upcoming year as I am each and every year.  I hope each of you have had a very enjoy-

able and pleasant summer and look forward to seeing all of the students and staff. 

 

  ñYouôre the only person who can decide where you want to  

    go and how youôre going to get there.ò ï Terry Bowden 
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noon.  With additional high 

school students driving to 

school and additional buses 

delivering students to the south 

parking lot, it is going to be 

very congested and dangerous 

for the smaller children. If you 

need to pick up your children 

during the day (in either build-

ing) PLEASE stop in the of-

fice and the secretary will call 

the classroom. 

 

When written communication 

is sent home from the office 

with students it will be given to 

the youngest/only sibling in the 

family.  Please ask them about 

this or check their book bags 

for the information.  Also, 

when the weather gets cooler 

the students will be outside for 

recess time as much as possi-

ble, so please dress them ac-

cordingly for the weather con-

ditions.  PLEASE call the 

school office if your children 

Elementary  Schoo l  News 
M r .  R o n  S c o t t 

Welcome to the 2010-2011 

school year!  As usual the sum-

mer passed very quickly and 

now the school routine will 

become part of everyoneôs 

daily schedule.  THANK 

YOU!!  to the school custodi-

ans and summer student help in 

getting the facilities ready for 

the students.  Each summer it 

seems that more projects are 

listed to get done but every-

thing is ready when school 

starts. 

 

The Washington Elementary 

staff assignments include:  

Kindergarten ï Mrs. Cecrle 

and Mrs. Frager; First grade ï 

Mrs. Gauby and Mrs. King-

ston; Second grade ï Mrs. 

Koss and Mrs. Rundle; Third 

grade ï Mrs. Clark and Miss 

Woodcock; Fourth grade ï Mr. 

Kearn; Fifth grade ï Mrs. Bur-

ton and Mrs. Koehler; and 

Sixth grade ï Mrs. Colgrove 

and Mrs. Dragastin.  Addi-

tional staff includes:  Mrs. 

Manning ï K-6th grade elemen-

tary music; Mr. Romeiser ï K-

6th grade Physical Education;  

Mrs. Toole ï 4th ï 6th elemen-

tary art, Mrs. Gilliam and Mrs. 

Dean - Title 1 instructors; Mrs. 

Tillinghast - 4th-7th grade spe-

cial education; Mrs. Berger ï K

-3rd grade special education;  

and Mrs. Aufdengarten ï ele-

mentary librarian. Mrs. Mintz-

myer will instruct the pre-

school program and that room 

is located in the east section of 

the current Industrial Arts 

building located near the new 

playground unit on west Col-

lege Street. 

 

At the Washington west build-

ing (grades Kindergarten-Third 

grade), PLEASE deliver your 

children to the west doors in 

the morning and pick them up 

at the west doors in the after-

will not attend school that day 

so we can keep the enrollment 

reports updated.  The school 

office answering machine will 

take your message if no one 

answers the telephone. 

 

School begins on Thursday, 

August 19, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. 

and is dismissed at 11:30 a.m. 

with no lunch served and the 

buses running their regular 

routes at this time.  If students 

want to participate in the 

breakfast program and to pur-

chase an extra carton of milk 

for morning snack, these pro-

grams will begin on Monday, 

August 23, 2010. 

 

If you have any questions, 

please call the Washington 

Elementary at 325-2261 exten-

sion 2 and long distance 1-888-

325-2503 ext 2. 

Jun ior  H igh  /  H igh  Schoo l  News 
M r .  P h i l  W i l s o n 

The new school year is about 

to begin.  The teachers and 

staff will be reporting to their 

buildings on Monday, August 

16.  They will be busy with 

inservice and faculty meetings 

on Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday. The first day for 

students will be on Thursday, 

August 19. 

 

Practice for Junior High and 

High School sports will begin 

on Monday, August 16. This 

would include volleyball, cross 

country, and football. 

 

The big event for our building 

will be the completion of the 

new Ag/Woodshop complex, 

and then the renovation of the 

fitness/weight room. These 

additions will provide some 

great opportunities for our 

students.   We will be eagerly 

watching the progress made on 

the new addition throughout 

the fall.  The high school build-

ing is in great shape with the 

addition of the new Smart 

Boards in the classrooms. We 

are looking forward to the 

positive impact that they will 

have on instruction. 

 

I just want to remind parents 

that all students must place 

their cell phones in the office 

or leave them in their vehicle 

during the school day. I also 

want to remind parents and 

students that clothing that may 

have been appropriate during 

the summer, may not be school 

appropriate.  Parents, please be 

sure to review the student 

handbook with your students to 

prevent any misunderstandings 

at the beginning of the school 

year.  If you have any ques-

tions please feel free to call the 

high school office. 

 

We are looking forward to 

another great school year! 

High School Football  

Practice Schedule Preseason 

2010 

 

Friday, August 13 Football Meeting 7:00 pm   

   High School Library 

Monday, August 16 Practice  6:00 ï 9:00 pm 

Tuesday, August 17 Practice  6:00 ï 9:00 pm 

Wednesday, August 18 Practice  6:00 ï 9:00 pm 

Thursday, August 19 Practice  6:00 ï 9:00 pm 

Friday, August 20 Practice  3:30 ï 6:30 pm 

Saturday, August 21 Practice   8:00 ï 10:00 am 

 

If heat conditions become a concern we will move 

practice to start at a later time.  We would start at 

7:00 pm and finish about 9:30 pm. I will let the boys 

know if we are going to use this heat schedule. 
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Washington County  

Developmental Center  

(WCDC)  

is having an Open House  

Monday, August 23rd 

from 5-7 pm. 

 

Juniors and seniors from Linn, 

Hanover and Washington 

County high schools will at-

tend presentations from over 

20 different career areas. They 

will learn steps how to turn 

their dreams of  future careers 

into reality. 

These are just a few of the BIG 

things happening at Washing-

ton County Schools. We are 

anxiously awaiting the arrival 

of our students and our chance 

to work together with them to 

make more BIG dreams come 

true. 

Counselor News, A Very ñBIGò Year 
M r s .  T e r y l  G o e c k e l 

ñVision without action is 

merely a dream. Action without 

vision just passes the time. 

Vision with action can change 

the world.ò- Joel Barker 

Here comes the 2010-2011 

school year, and it is going to 

be a very ñBIGò year. Consis-

tently the school board and 

staff envision better ways to 

serve our students, and this 

year is no exception. Here are a 

few highlights: BIG, new fa-

cilities are being developed to 

give students more room and 

better places to learn and grow. 

BIG SmartBoards are adorning 

classroom walls offering our 

students cutting edge technol-

ogy that will allow them to be 

more actively involved in their 

education and allow teachers to 

tap multiple learning styles. 

In addition, A ñBIGs in the 

Schoolsò program is being 

implemented. Basically, it 

works like this: Students in 

grades 10-12 apply to be 

ñBigsò. The Kansas Big Broth-

ers and Big Sisters program 

reviews applications and ap-

proves older students to be 

matched with a ñLittleò (an 

elementary student). The ñBigò 

and ñLittleò meet during school 

for 30-45 minutes on a weekly 

basis. The pair may work to-

gether on class work, complete 

activities or eat lunch etc.. The 

ñBigsò program has been 

shown to be very successful 

(see box below). If high school 

students are interested in learn-

ing more about becoming a 

ñBigò they need to sign up 

during enrollment to attend an 

informational meeting. If a 

student is interested in being a 

ñLittleò their parent(s) need to 

contact Mrs. Goeckel, or Mr. 

Scott. 

Washington County Schools 

will also host the BIG Wash-

ington County Career Fair on 

Wednesday, September 22nd. 

ñWe grow great by dreams. All 

BIG men are dreamers. They 

see things in the soft haze of a 

spring day or in the red fire of 

a long winterôs evening. Some 

of us let those great dreams 

die, but others nourish and 

protect them; nurse them 

through bad days till they 

bring them to the sunshine and 

light which comes always to 

those who sincerely hope that 

their dreams will come true.ò  

- Woodrow Wilson 

T h e  A u s t i n  P e t e r s / D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

E d u c a t i o n  S t u d y  c o m p l e t e d  a  t h r e e  

y e a r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  1 , 9 0 1  K S B B B S  

B i g s  i n  S c h o o l s  M e n t o r i n g  p r o -

g r a m s  a n d  c o n c l u d e d : 
 

82% improvement in self-confidence 

55% improvement in grades 

59% better study skills 

67% improved attitude toward schools 

75% demonstrated improved ability to express feelings 

68% improved decision making 

60% improved consideration of others 

66% improved relationships with family and peers 

50% experienced a decrease in unexcused absences 

97% of students were exposed to new experiences 

99% were without a court case filed 

60% improved sense of future 

If you received a letter in the 

spring that your student has an 

immunization which is required 

and/or recommended, please 

have this done before school 

starts.  Have a parent go with 

the student and take your insur-

ance/medical card with you. 

 
You can call the Washington 

County Health Department at 

785.325.2600 with questions. 
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WCDC Preschoo l  News 
M r s .  M i c h e l e  M i n t z m ye r 

I hope you are all having a 

GREAT summer! Itôs time to 

begin thinking about the school 

year again.  This year pre-

school will begin classes on 

Wednesday, August 25th. 

Please note this on your calen-

dars. 

 

The preschool Open House for 

this year is scheduled for Mon-

day, August 23rd from 5:00-

7:00 PM.  Parents of pre-

schoolers enrolled please plan 

to bring your child to this in-

formal time for you and your 

child to visit the room before 

school begins. 

 

Parents, if you have any ques-

tions regarding enrollment 

forms please contact me by 

phone or email.  Forms may be 

dropped off at the West Ele-

mentary Office or mailed to me 

at the school. 

 

The first LCNCK screening is 

scheduled for Monday, August 

16th, with appointments being 

taken at 3:30 ï 6:30 PM.  The 

screening will be held at the 

Catholic Church in Washing-

ton (410 B St.).  Please contact 

the Washington County Health 

Department at 785-325-2600 to 

schedule an appointment.   

Proper restraint of animals:  

because animals may react 

strangely to classroom situa-

tions, it is important to have an 

effective way to control them. 

Collars and leashes:  dogs, 

cats, and ferrets should be 

wearing a proper collar, har-

ness, and/or leash when on the 

school campus or in the class-

room so they can be easily 

controlled. 

Schoo l  Nurse News,  An imals  in  the  C lassroom 
M r s .  A n i t a  J .  B o t t ,  R . N . 

The following is taken from 

the handbook ñAnimals in 

Kansas Schools:  Guidelines 

for Visiting and Resident 

Petsò. 
 

The purpose of these guide-

lines is to provide information 

to promote safety for instruc-

tors and students when animals 

are brought into the classroom.  

Animals are part of our daily 

lives; they can be used effec-

tively as part of our daily lives 

and as teaching aids; the posi-

tive benefits of the human-

animal bond are well estab-

lished. 

 

Animals that are unacceptable 

for School Visits: 

Wild animals, such as bats, 

raccoons, skunks, coyotes, 

foxes 

Poisonous animals, such as 

spiders, venomous insects, 

poisonous reptiles (including 

snakes), and  poisonous am-

phibians 

Wolf-dog hybrids 

Stray animals 

Baby chicks and ducks 

Aggressive animals 

 

Animals, which are brought to 

school, should be clean and 

free of disease and external 

parasites such as fleas, ticks, 

and mites.  The following are 

specific recommendations for 

some common visiting ani-

mals: 

Verified rabies vaccination.  

This is for all dogs, cats, and 

ferrets brought into the school 

campus. (Dogs and cats under 

three months of age or not 

vaccinated against rabies 

should not be handled by chil-

dren.) 

Health certificates for dogs. 

Health certificates for cats. 

Health certificates for ferrets. 

Pet birds:  

pet birds 

should never 

be allowed to 

fly free in the classroom. 

 

If you have any question con-

cerning this, please call me at 

the school, or email me at 

abott@usd108.org 

Jun io r  H igh  Ac t i v i ty  Bus  

Schedu le  fo r  Aug .  16-18 

 
P r a c t i c e s  w i l l  r u n  f r o m   

3 : 3 0- 5 : 3 0 p m 

 

A u g .  1 9  p r a c t i c e s  w i l l  r u n  w h e n  

s c h o o l  i s  o u t ,  n o t  a t  3 : 3 0 p m 
 

 

P i c k u p  p l a c e s  &  

t i m e s : 

 
M a h a s k a  2 : 3 0 p m  
H a d d a m  2 : 5 0 p m  
M o r r o w v i l l e  3 : 1 0 p m  
G r e e n l e a f  3 : 1 0 p m  
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PTO News 

Hello from the PTO! Once 

again we find enrollment and 

the start of another school year 

upon us and wondering where 

the summer has gone. We are 

enclosing important school 

dates and PTO information. 

The number of volunteers in 

the past few years has been 

wonderful! The jobs are easy 

and your kids love it when you 

participate in their school life, 

so keep up the great job!  

Along with helping at our ac-

tivities, each family is encour-

aged to help with the annual 

soup supper by donating 

$10.00, sandwiches, or pies. 

This is our major fund raiser, 

and slips were available at 

enrollment for you to fill out.  

If you missed them contact an 

officer and she will help you 

get signed up. 

 

Thanks for all of the support 

you have given us in the past 

few years, we have purchased 

toys, t-shirts for the grade 

school students and staff, and 

donated money to each class-

room and the grade school 

library. Our most recent pur-

chase was diaper changing 

stations for some of the rest-

rooms.   

 

We could be even more suc-

cessful with your ideas! Un-

fortunately the meeting atten-

dance hasn't been very good. 

We would love to hear your 

ideas on making the 

dates/times more accommodat-

ing. 

 

Please call or e-mail us with 

your ideas. Thank you for all 

of you past support! 

 

E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  S C R E E N I N G S  2 0 1 0 / 2 0 1 1 
 

The Learning Cooperative of North Central Kansas will be conducting free monthly screenings.  If your child is 

experiencing difficulty in the developmental areas of hearing and vision, communication, gross and fine motor, 

self-help, social-emotional, and cognitive skills, please call to schedule an appointment at one of the screening lo-

cations. 

 

Parents having any questions concerning their child, ages birth up to age 5, may call the Learning Cooperative of 

North Central Kansas TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-877-493-8231 before noon on the day before a scheduled screen-

ing to make an appointment for your child.   Parents wishing to attend the Washington screenings may call the 

Washington County Health Department at 785-325-2600 to make an appointment. 

 

Screenings will be held: 

August 16, 2010 at USD 333 Lincoln Building 803 Valley, Concordia, KS., 8:30A.M.-12:00P.M. 

August 16, 2010 at USD 108 St. Augustine Catholic Church 410 B St. Washington, KS., 3:30-6:30P.M. 

August 17, 2010 at USD 109 East Elementary 1811 O St. Belleville, KS., 8:00A.M.-12:00P.M. 

October 11, 2010 at USD 108 St. Augustine Catholic Church 410 B St. Washington, KS., 3:30-6:30P.M 

November 5, 2010 at USD 109 East Elementary 1811 O St. Belleville, KS., 8:00A.M.-12:00P.M. 

December 3, 2010 at USD 224 Clifton/Clyde Middle School, Clifton, KS., 9:00A.M.-12:00P.M. 

January 7, 2011 at USD 426 Pike Valley Elementary 502 Grand, Courtland, KS., 8:30A.M.-12:00P.M. 

February 4, 2011 at USD 333 Lincoln Building 803 Valley, Concordia, KS., 8:30A.M.-12:00P.M. 

March 7, 2011 at USD 108 St. Augustine Catholic Church 410 B St. Washington, KS., 3:30P.M.-6:30P.M. 

April 1, 2011 at USD 109 East Elementary 1811 O St. Belleville, KS., 8:00A.M.-12:00P.M. 

April 29, 2011 at USD 333 Lincoln Building 803 Valley, Concordia, KS., 8:30A.M.-12:00P.M 

2010-2011 Officers 

 

President:  

Schanah Miller 

785-747-6771 
 

1st Vice President:  

Elizabeth Romeiser 

785-541-0922;  

eromeiser@usd108.org 
 

Secretary/Treasurer:  

Dawn Linenberger 

785-325-2521 
 

Soup Supper Chairperson: 

Cristi Gilliam 
 

Handbook Chairperson:  

Michelle Bruna 
 

Book Fair Chairperson:  

Tricia Gauby 
 

Little Caesar's Chairperson: 

Lisa Ouellette 

Important Dates 

 

August 27-September 6 

5th grade Little Caesar sales 
 

September 23 

Fall CarnivalðEast Elem Gym 
 

October 8 

Book Fair-West Elem Lobby 
 

January 24 

Meeting 
 

February 11 

Soup Supper 
 

February 18 

Soup Supper Snow Date 
 

May 19 

Tiger Relays 
 

April 18 

Meeting 
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USD 108 PERSONNEL 

2010 - 2011   
Board of Education 

Dennis Welch President 

Rod Stewart Vice-President 

Rob Baker Director 

Dana Cecrle Director 

Brad Jones Director 

Susan Slater Director 

Randy Hubbard Director 

Don Moser Treasurer 

  

District Office  325-2261 x3 

Michael Stegman Superintendent of Schools 

Teresa Penning Clerk 

Elizabeth Romeiser Secretary 

 

Transportation  Bus Barn 325-2261 x4 

Calvin Wiechman Director 

Steve Graham Tradesman 

Tammy Gano Bus Driver 

Kevin Elder Bus Driver 

Mary Fuhrken Bus Driver 

Paula Grace Bus Driver 

Joanna Novak Bus Driver 

Scott Romeiser Bus Driver 

A.O.Small Bus Driver 

Robert Thompson Bus Driver 

John Wieland Bus Driver 

 

Kitchen 325-2261 x 231 

Rose Ann Zach Head Cook 

Dawn Greenwood Cookôs Helper 

Twila Simnitt Cookôs Helper 

Janice Thompson Cookôs Helper 

 

Parents As Teachers 556-5504 

Jenny Joonas Coordinator/Parent Educator 

 

Custodial Staff 

Terry Montague Head Custodian 

Ken Cook Custodian 

Debra Montague Custodian 

High School 325-2261 x1 

Phil Wilson Principal 

Sheri McGatlin Secretary 

Dave Bisnette Social Science 

Debra Bisnette School Improvement Specialist 

Dale Bond Physical Education 

Don Brax Mathematics & Computer 

Kathy Brax Chorus & At-Risk 

Michelle Bruna Business 

Teryl Goeckel Counselor 

Celeste Edgar Spanish 

John Kern Ag Science 

Jamie Koster Technology & Industrial Arts 

Kent Mailen Social Science 

Diane Miller Librarian 

David Navinsky Science 

Janel Peterson English 

Erin Rengstorf English & At-Risk 

Scott Romeiser Physical Education 

Garold Syring Science 

Lyle Thompson Mathematics 

Erin Toole 4-12 Art & Yearbook 

Brian Turner Mathematics & Science 

Debra Wilson English 

Roger Wilson Band 

Tiffany Wyatt Para-Professional 

Lisa Zabokrtsky Family/Consumer Science 

 

Learning Cooperative of North Central 

Kansas 785-243-3294 

WCDC (Preschool) 325-2261 x247 

Michele Mintzmyer Early Childhood Teacher 

Lori Jones  Paraeducator 

Angela Richard Paraeducator 

Lindsay Schuessler Paraeducator 

 

Jr/Sr High School 325-2261 x 1 

Janine Doebele Interrelated Teacher 

Julie Doebele Interrelated Teacher 

Kay Hauschel Paraeducator 

Joyce Lamphiear Paraeducator 

Kim Welch Paraeducator 

 

Itinerant (goes between different schools) 

Tiffany Beam Occupational Therapist 

Teresa Brown Speech 

Rosemary Burt School Psychologist 

Glorianna Ford Gifted 

Jeanne Keazer School Social Worker 

Brent Martin Physical Therapist 

Washington Elementary 325-2261 x2 

Ron Scott Principal 

Margo Frey Secretary 

Anita Bott, R.N School Nurse 

Erin Toole 4-12 Art 

Diana Cecrle Kindergarten 

Sonja Frager Kindergarten 

Sandra Kingston Grade 1 

Patricia Gauby Grade 1 

Mary Koss Grade 2 

Noreen Rundle Grade 2 

Kathy Clark Grade 3 

Staci Woodcock Grade 3 

Jay Kearn Grade 4 

Patricia Burton Grade 5 

Sarah Koehler Grade 5 

Peggy Colgrove Grade 6 

Denise Dragastin Grade 6 

Sharon Aufdengarten  Librarian 

Debra Bisnette School Improvement Specialist 

Janis Dean Title 1 

Sheri Gilliam Title 1 

Gay Lynn Manning Music 

Scott Romeiser Physical Education 

Traci Turner Para-Professional 

Roger Wilson Band 

Steve Wright Computer 

 

Learning Cooperative of North Central 

Kansas 785-243-3294 

Elementary 325-2261 x 2 

Anna Berger Interrelated Teacher 

Debra Tillinghast Interrelated Teacher 

Jessica Applegarth Paraeducator 

Tammy Gano Paraeducator 

Cindy Heuer Paraeducator 

Emily Larson Paraeducator 

Kim Miller  Paraeducator 

Deb Rhine Paraeducator 

Charles Talbott Paraeducator 

Denise Tice Paraeducator 

Fallon Votipka Paraeducator 

Darlene Wilson Paraeducator 
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FRIDAY Evening, August 27th 

 

 


